
You can walk the boardwalks beside gentle waters or 
watch the surfers as they catch early morning waves in 
the mist of Lake Huron. Then you can go for a long bike 
ride through a well-managed trail system or visit local 
food producers to get your produce for the day. And all 
of this can happen before breakfast. Work/life balance is 
more than a buzz-word here. Business and living costs 
are reasonable, and our youthful, skilled demographic 
represents a new generation of prosperity in the area.

Life & work, too

The municipality and business community of Kincardine 
are working together to inspire and support our new spirit 
of local entrepreneurialism. It’s like a private/public 
partnership, but without red tape and bureaucracy. While 
respecting our community, our culture and the environment 
that sustains our way of life, we also see the need to make 
business expansion and success easier to achieve. We’ve 
streamlined processes, made access to information easier 
and formed support groups for new business owners. 
Let us know how it’s working by contacting:
Kincardine Chamber of Commerce 
519-396-9333    

Municipality of Kincardine
519-396-3468

Business Improvement Area
519-955-0547

Entrepeneurial culture

There’s an exciting buzz in and around Kincardine on the shores of Lake Huron. It’s more 
than the sunsets and beautiful beach, and more than one of Canada’s leading energy 
clusters just up the shoreline. The excitement you can feel is entrepreneurial by nature and 
growing every year. We enjoy and embrace an enterprising legacy here. And that makes 
Kincardine the right launch pad for startups and business expansion.  

History tells us the Scottish people were an industrious 
bunch, and the early days of Kincardine demonstrate 
that truth. This makes our Scottish Heritage brand 
especially fitting for a new era of business growth and 
innovation. So while we have marching pipe bands with 
thousands of spectators every Saturday night through 
the summer, what’s really exciting is the work ethic and 
supportive business culture that is here all year round.

OVERVIEW

Enterprising
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Skilled & ready

One of Canada’s leading energy clusters is centered in 
and around Kincardine. As a result, the labour force and 
their families are well-educated, active and looking for 
opportunities. This skilled full-time population creates 
opportunities while also taking advantage of a 
prosperous, local agri-business sector. Energy and related 
manufacturing, food processing, co-ops, retail and 
tourism – the potential is everywhere in Kincardine.



Available land

The municipality of Kincardine covers over 538 square 
kilometers with approximately 2900 acres serviced and 
zoned for industrial use. Specific questions about land 
availability can be directed to:

The Municipality of Kincardine 
Building & Planning Department 
519-396-3468  ext. 2

Lakeshore Planning Hub
226 909 1601Lower costs of doing business

The cost of starting a business in Kincardine is a fraction 
of what it might be in major centres. Housing prices for 
business leaders and employees are lower, tax assessments 
are more reasonable and the variety of real estate that is 
available is wide open. Access to markets is connected 
by competitive, land-based transportation networks. 
Recreation costs are also lower; Get the golf clubs out – 
you’ll have the time and income to enjoy them.

Development & tourism

Kincardine’s brand program, has transformed the 
community into an events centre and active tourism 
attraction – Kincardine is on the map like never before. 
This new awareness has inspired new development in 
housing and hospitality, both of which add year-round value 
to the business community. The Spruce the Bruce program 
includes funding to transform participating businesses.

Business growth

There are over 160 businesses in downtown Kincardine 
alone (2017) and hundreds more in the surrounding area. 
This well-connected and supportive business community 
is home to international energy companies with hundreds 
of employees and small, innovative retailers with multiple 
service lines of business. Tourism is growing thanks to the 
brand marketing work adopted by the municipality. There 
are also many new opportunities in energy, entertainment 
and food production.  

KINCARDINE ECONOMICS

$

According to one local business owner, there are four reasons to locate your business here:
1) The cost of setting up and running your business is lower compared to other markets. 
2) You can achieve balance without sacrificing income. 
3) The year-round market is strong and diverse with impressive HHI averages and 4+ months of solid tourism tra�c. 
4) There are many opportunity gaps – as the community evolves, the scope of what can be achieved in Kincardine grows.

.com/kincardine

Skilled workforce

The population of Kincardine is active and young with over 
11,000 people; 60%+ of which are pre-retirement. Over 
4,000 skilled people from the region work at nearby Bruce 
Power, forming one of Canada’s leading energy/technical 
clusters. Average household income, as a result, is in excess 
of $132,709 per year. Skilled, well-educated, great work ethic: 
as a local human resources professional commented 
recently, attracting great talent here is no problem.
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Fish, surf, paddle, sail, ski, snowmobile, play beach 
volleyball, swim, get engaged in the community, give back, 
find your faith, live on the waterfront, enjoy Blues music, 
shop til’ you flop, snowshoe, play hockey, join a softball 
team – or just sit back and enjoy the company of good 
neighbours in a home that costs on average $319,948. 
The Kincardine lifestyle is everything you want it to be 
and as low key as you choose to keep it.

Discover real balance

Kincardine is the ultimate family community. You have 
a variety of schools to choose from, four community 
centres, every youth and adult sport under the sun or on 
ice and trails for biking and hiking. Safety and security are 
the hallmark of every neighbourhood, and access to other 
markets (even the larger urban centres to the south) is all 
within about two hours.  

Family time

You can get everywhere, 
including international 
airports,  in about two 
hours or less. And getting 
around town, to and 
from shopping or work, 
never takes more than
 a few minutes. 

Ideally located 

Work and life co-exist nicely here. It’s the same story you hear about many small 
communities. But there’s a delightful twist to the Kincardine brand of balance – here, life can 
include surfing in the morning and world-leading sunsets by night, home for lunch every day 
with the family and fishing expeditions or cross-country skiing every weekend. Kincardine 
o�ers the opportunity to be active and engaged like no other place in Ontario.

KINCARDINE LIVING

.com/kincardine

Health & well-being

Kincardine has an excellent regional hospital in the 
community and easy access to physicians, specialists and 
other forms of health care including walk-in clinics. 
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Events & entertainment

You can catch a Scottish pipe band marching down 
the main street of Kincardine every Saturday night in 
the summer or the Blues festival every July. Here’s just 
a taste of the events that happen in and around 
Kincardine every year.

What’s going on

Beaches ✔

Winter Sports ✔

Parks ✔

Trails   ✔

Clubs ✔

Adult Sports Teams ✔

Youth Sports ✔

Fishing ✔

Natural Harbour ✔

KINCARDINE EVENTS & KEY NUMBERS SUMMARY
All businesses eventually come down to numbers as the primary measure of progress and 
prospects for the future. Kincardine’s numbers suggest there’s a lot to look forward to if 
you’re a business startup or planning to expand.
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Amenties

Elementary School ✔

Secondary School ✔

Hospital ✔

Clinics & Physicians ✔

Library ✔

Seniors Care ✔

Community Centre ✔

Ice Rinks ✔

Swimming Pools ✔

Faith & Religion ✔

This is just a glimpse at some of our most popular 
events & festivals.  For a full list of events taking place 
year round, please see our Events Calendar 
www.sunsets.com/events.php 

ANNUAL EVENTS & FESTIVALS
• Market in the Park 

May-September
• Farmers’ Market  May-October
• Kincardine Theatre Guild 

(amateur theatre) 
Spring, Fall, Winter performances

MAY
• Fish Kincardine Derby
• Multicultural Night
• Kincardine Scottish Piper Band 

Parade every Saturday evening 
June – September

• Kincardine Cruise Nights 
(classic car show) Friday of every 
summer long weekend

JULY
• Kincardine Scottish Festival 

& Highland Games
• Lighthouse Blues Festival
• Kincardine Women’s Triathlon
• Bluewater Summer Playhouse 

(live, professional summer 
theatre) July-August

• Chantry Chinook Classic 
Fishing Derby July-August

AUGUST
• Kincardine BIA 

Summer Street Market 
• Artful Hands Show & Sale
• Sundown Theatre 

(professional theatre)
• West Shore Huron Classic Surf 

Competition Holding Pattern 
for conditions starts in August  
(typically happens in 
early autumn)

• Marine Heritage Festival
• Gathering of the Bands Festival
SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER
• Area Fall Fairs 

(Kincardine, Tiverton, Ripley)
NOVEMBER
• Kincardine Hometown 

Christmas
DECEMBER
• Santa Claus Parade

People

Full Time Population 11,389
Seasonal Population 20,000
Average HHI $132,709
Businesses (160+ Downtown) 
Tourists (annual) 105,000 (2012)
Average House Cost  $319,948
Average Waterfront House  $650,000

Contact

Economic development 
519-396-3018

Business Improvement Area
519-955-0547

Tourism 
1-866-546-2736 (toll free)
or 519-396-2731

 

Municipal Planning
519-396-3468  ext. 2

Municipal General
519-396-3468

What’s 
going on
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BUSINESS TYPE:

MARKET: 

TOP 3 NEEDS:

1

2

3

RELEVANT DATA:

RELEVANT COSTS:

LABOUR REQUIRED:

SIMILAR BUSINESSES:
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